
  
 

  
 

 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND THE LAW 
 

The Education Act of 1996 states that it is the 
responsibility of the parents and guardians to 
ensure that all children between the ages of 5 
and 16 attend school on a regular basis and on 
time.
  
Remember… 
It is your responsibility to let the school know if 
your child is going to be absent. You should 
contact the school by 9am on the 1st day of 
absence. 
 
The ONLY legally acceptable reasons for non- 
attendance are: 
 ILLNESS & MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS 
 RELIGIOUS DAYS OF OBSERVANCE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

LEARNING MISSED IN ONE YEAR 
 

…That’s nearly ONE WHOLE SCHOOL YEAR 
 
 

 
 
 
 
WORRIED ABOUT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE? 
If you are worried or feel there is a problem 
with your child’s attendance it is always best 
to talk to the school who can provide support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LATENESS ADDS UP! 
Ensure your child is in school on time. Being 
15 minutes late everyday will add up to TWO 
WEEKS of school missed every year!

HOLIDAYS & ROUTINE APPOINTMENTS 
AUTHORISATION OF FAMILY HOLIDAYS 
DURING TERM TIME ARE AT THE 
DISCRETION OF THE HEADTEACHER 
(WELSH GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE). 
 
WHERE POSSIBLE, DO NOT TAKE YOUR 
CHILDREN OUT OF SCHOOL FOR ROUTINE 
APPOINTMENTS. 
 

 

MISSING SCHOOL ADDS UP! 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 
If your child’s attendance is 80%, this means 
they have missed: 
 1 day EVERY week 
 6 days EVERY half term 
 12 days EVERY term 
 36 days EVERY year 
 180 days in FIVE years 
  
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